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Absence of Standalone Noise Assessment

I am also concerned that no standalone noise assessment appears to have been carried out regarding the
proposed grid connection infrastructure, including the substation and associated works. I do not believe
sufficient assessment has been provided regarding potential construction noise, operational noise or the
impact on nearby residents located along the proposed cable route and surrounding rural roads.

Unsuitable Rural Location

I believe the proposed substation and mast are not suitable for this rural location. The development would
introduce permanent industrial-scale infrastructure, including a 220kV substation, security fencing, lighting
and telecommunications equipment, into an area characterised by homes, farms and open countryside.

Pressure for Further Expansion Near Homes and Communities

I am also concerned that approval of this development could create pressure for further expansion and



additional energy infrastructure within the area over time. In my opinion, this type of industrial infrastructure is
not appropriate so close to homes, farms, schools and established rural communities.

Disruption to Rural and Residential Communities Along Route

The proposed 8.1km underground cable route would pass through a number of established rural and
residential communities, including Rathmorrissy, Castlelambert, Knocknacreeva, Caherbriskaun, Lisheenkyle
East and Cashla. These are active farming and residential areas with homes, schools, farms and local
businesses located along narrow rural roads. I am concerned about the level of disruption the proposed
works would cause to residents, farms, local roads and daily community life.

Prolonged Trenching, Road Closures and HGV Traffic

I believe insufficient consideration has been given to the impact prolonged trenching works, excavation, road
occupation, traffic management systems and heavy construction traffic would have on narrow rural roads and
the communities that rely on them daily. The application documentation confirms significant road closures,
stop/go traffic systems and substantial HGV movements during construction, which could result in serious
disruption and ongoing inconvenience for local residents and road users.

Long-Term Road Reinstatement Concerns

I am also concerned regarding the long-term standard of road reinstatement following completion of the
proposed works. Similar utility infrastructure works in nearby areas have resulted in uneven road surfaces,
raised utility covers and poor reinstatement quality. Given the scale and duration of the proposed trenching
works, I believe binding commitments should be provided regarding full road restoration, ongoing
maintenance responsibility and reinstatement to an appropriate long-term standard for local communities.

Emergency Services and Limited Alternative Routes

I am concerned about the impact the proposed cable and construction works could have on emergency
access and daily movement throughout the area. The affected rural roads are used daily by ambulances,
emergency services, carers, school transport, farmers, local businesses and residents, and many of these
roads have limited alternative access routes available.

Inadequate Assessment of Disruption to Communities

I believe insufficient consideration has been given to the effect prolonged trenching works, stop/go traffic
systems, temporary road closures and traffic diversions would have on the normal functioning of local
communities. I do not believe adequate assessment has been provided regarding the likely impact of
prolonged disruption on residents, emergency access, school transport, farms and daily community
movement, particularly given the scale of the proposed construction activity and associated HGV traffic on
local roads including the L3103.

Cumulative Impact on Community Access Routes

The roads affected by the proposed cable route are important community access routes serving homes,
farms, schools and businesses across the wider Athenry area. In my view, the cumulative impact of
prolonged construction activity, HGV traffic, road closures and disruption on daily community movement has
not been adequately addressed within the application documentation.



Protection and Reinstatement of Mature Trees and Hedgerows

I do not believe sufficient information has been provided regarding how mature trees, hedgerows and root
systems would be protected during construction works or how damaged vegetation would be reinstated
afterwards. In my view, the long-term maintenance, stability and safety implications for roadside trees and
boundary vegetation have not been adequately addressed.

Narrow Roads, HGV Traffic and Increased Congestion

The roads surrounding Lisheenkyle National School are already heavily used by local traffic, school transport
and agricultural vehicles. These roads are narrow, have restricted visibility and lack proper public hard
shoulders. The only widened sections are private parking bays located outside newer houses, which remain
the responsibility of homeowners and are not intended for pedestrian use or roadside safety. The introduction
of heavy construction traffic, HGVs and stop/go traffic systems would significantly increase congestion and
road safety risks for schoolchildren, residents and all road users.

Students Travelling Daily Along Affected Roads

Many students and school staff from surrounding rural areas travel daily along these local roads to schools in
Athenry by bus, car, bicycle and on foot. The road network already experiences significant traffic volumes
during school drop-off, collection and commuter periods, particularly within this expanding rural residential
area characterised by substantial ribbon development.

Additional Safety Risks for Young People and Vulnerable Road Users

Children and teenagers regularly use these roads to travel to school, sports training and other local activities.
I am concerned that prolonged construction works, trenching activity, temporary road restrictions and
increased heavy goods vehicle traffic associated with the proposed cable route would create additional safety
risks for young people, cyclists, pedestrians and other vulnerable road users throughout the area.

Broader Climate and Sustainability Implications of Grid Infrastructure

Although this application relates to associated grid infrastructure rather than the generating station itself, the
proposed substation and underground cable route are necessary components of the overall energy
development. I believe the broader climate and sustainability implications of the infrastructure should
therefore be fully considered as part of the planning assessment process.

Residents and Landowners Not Individually Engaged

I am concerned that many residents, landowners and businesses affected by the proposed development
were not individually engaged regarding the practical impact the project could have on homes, farms, local
roads, property access and daily community life. No clear information appears to have been provided
regarding issues such as noise, vibration, road closures, rock-breaking, groundwater impacts or future
maintenance requirements.

Scale of Disruption and Infrastructure Pressure Underestimated

In my view, insufficient consideration has been given to the practical impact this development would have on
local communities, rural roads, farms, traffic movement, groundwater conditions and the overall character of
the surrounding area. Residents and road users would experience the development as a significant and
prolonged infrastructure project rather than as isolated standalone works. I believe the scale of disruption and
infrastructure pressure associated with the proposed development has been underestimated within the



planning documentation.

Likely Scale and Duration of Disruption Not Fully Reflected

I am concerned that the application does not fully reflect the likely scale, duration and intensity of disruption
associated with prolonged construction works, trenching activity, traffic management systems, road
restrictions, rock-breaking and associated infrastructure works across multiple rural communities. Given the
nature of the local road network and surrounding residential areas, I believe the likely impact during the
construction phase has been significantly underestimated.

Conclusion

For the reasons outlined above, I believe the proposed development would have significant adverse impacts
on the local community, rural environment, farms, roads, groundwater conditions and surrounding residential
areas. In my view, the application has not adequately demonstrated that the proposed development can
proceed without unacceptable impacts on rural amenity, traffic safety, environmental protection and
community wellbeing. I do not believe the proposal represents proper planning and sustainable development,
and I respectfully request that permission be refused.

Yours Sincerely,

Name: Fionnuala Kelly
Date: 26 May 2026


